Smart Feet

Jeremiah 42-43


Jeremiah 42:1-5, 9-12 

Then all the army officers, including Johanan son of Kareah and Jezaniah son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least to the greatest approached  2 Jeremiah the prophet and said to him, “Please hear our petition and pray to the Lord your God for this entire remnant. For as you now see, though we were once many, now only a few are left.  3 Pray that the Lord your God will tell us where we should go and what we should do.” 

4 “I have heard you,” replied Jeremiah the prophet. “I will certainly pray to the Lord your God as you have requested; I will tell you everything the Lord says and will keep nothing back from you.” 

5 Then they said to Jeremiah, “May the Lord be a true and faithful witness against us if we do not act in accordance with everything the Lord your God sends you to tell us.  6 Whether it is favorable or unfavorable, we will obey the Lord our God, to whom we are sending you, so that it will go well with us, for we will obey the Lord our God.” 

9 He said to them, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, to whom you sent me to present your petition, says:  10 ‘If you stay in this land, I will build you up and not tear you down; I will plant you and not uproot you, for I am grieved over the disaster I have inflicted on you.  11 Do not be afraid of the king of Babylon, whom you now fear. Do not be afraid of him, declares the Lord, for I am with you and will save you and deliver you from his hands.  12 I will show you compassion so that he will have compassion on you and restore you to your land.’
Jeremiah 43:1-4, 7

When Jeremiah finished telling the people all the words of the Lord their God—everything the Lord had sent him to tell them—  2 Azariah son of Hoshaiah and Johanan son of Kareah and all the arrogant men said to Jeremiah, “You are lying! The Lord our God has not sent you to say, ‘You must not go to Egypt to settle there.’  3 But Baruch son of Neriah is inciting you against us to hand us over to the Babylonians,so they may kill us or carry us into exile to Babylon.” 

4 So Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers and all the people disobeyed the Lord’s command to stay in the land of Judah.
 7 So they entered Egypt in disobedience to the Lord and went as far as Tahpanhes.
Sermon Outline 

I. Background

a. Remnant of Judah surrounded by Babylonians that have already sent many of their people into exile.
b. They want to hear from God, but when God tells them to stay and face the Babylonians, they flee to Egypt, which God told them specifically not to do (Ch. 43). 

II. Following God involves… 

a. Words and deeds

b. Trusting and Obeying

c. Faith and Action 

d. Head, Heart, Hands, Feet 

III. It’s easy to follow God when my will aligns with His, but it’s difficult to follow when my will is different than his 

a. E.g. Financial Stewardship, loving enemies, etc. 

IV. We might follow God with our head and hearts, but our feet are headed in another direction toward Egypt. 

a. Where the feet go, our head and heart are close behind. 

b. Our destination is determined by our feet, not our intentions.

i. Health 

ii. Marriage

iii. Singleness

iv. Finances 

v. Workplace conduct 

vi. School 

V. Why do we usually go places with our feet that are different than our heads and hearts? 

a. Positive Illusions – Deceiving ourselves (Jer. 17:9) 

b. We think we know better than God 

c. We really don’t trust God 

VI. Why is God trustworthy? 

a. Jeremiah 29:11-13 – He has plans to give us hope and future 

b. Hebrews 6:19-20 – Our hope is secure because of Jesus and what He’s done.

Small Group Questions:
1. What thoughts, feelings, or questions did you have as you read this passage or listened to the sermon?
2. Was there a time in your life when you could relate to the people of Judah in chapter 42 as they are desperate to hear from God because of a difficult situation?  What was that experience like for you?

3. Why do you think it’s so easy to say one thing, but do another?  Do you think the people of Judah were truthful when they talked to Jeremiah in Chapter 42?  Why or why not?  
4. Do you think it’s true that our intentions might be on the right track, but our feet are telling a different story?  Can you give some examples from your own life? 

5. What are some difficult teachings of Jesus that make it hard to follow the will of God (e.g. regarding money, sex, power, relationships, etc)?  

6. Do you think it’s true that we naturally deceive ourselves into thinking that we’re better than we are?  Explain. 

7. Do you think it’s true that we often don’t follow God because we think we know better than Him, or don’t trust that things will work out with him in charge?  If yes, why is this the case? 

8. When God says, “I want to give you hope and a future”, do you think this is easy or difficult to believe?  Why?  

9. How can the message of Christ give you a secure hope that’s talked about in Hebrews 6:19-20?  

10. Please take the next five minutes to fill in these sentence stems:

a. I want to have smart feet in my personal life by….

b. I want to have smart feet in my family by….

c. I want to have smart feet in my neighborhood by…

d. I want to have smart feet in my church by…

e. I want to have smart feet in my work/school by… 

11. Close by sharing your list in groups of 2-3, then close your time in prayer. 

