
Things are not as they appear: The Potter and the Clay

                                                              Jeremiah 18:1-12


Jeremiah 18

At the Potter's House 

 1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD : 2 "Go down to the potter's house, and there I will give you my message." 3 So I went down to the potter's house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 

 5 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6 "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?" declares the LORD. "Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7 If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, 8 and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned. 9 And if at another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be built up and planted, 10 and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I had intended to do for it. 

 11 "Now therefore say to the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem, 'This is what the LORD says: Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and devising a plan against you. So turn from your evil ways, each one of you, and reform your ways and your actions.' 12 But they will reply, 'It's no use. We will continue with our own plans; each of us will follow the stubbornness of his evil heart.' " 

Sermon Outline

I. Christianity is essentially about our formation in God.  However many people see the:

a. A means to receive something from God

b. A means to do something for God
c. Christianity is about spiritual formation (“Spiritual formation is the process of being conformed to the image of Christ for the sake of others”)

II. What is the process is our formation?  What keeps us from being formed?

III. In ancient Israel, pottery was essential for community life.

IV. God tells Jeremiah to go down to the potter’s house

a. Potter’s houses were found everywhere in ancient Israel 

b. Pottery is a theme in many parts of scripture

i. God does the work of a potter in forming humanity (Genesis 2:7)

ii. When Jeremiah is called by God to be a prophet, scripture says “before you were formed jn your mother’s womb, I knew you.”

V. Insight #1:  The potter’s sole purpose is to re-form the clay.

a. We have been formed by many different potters

b. God comes to reform us

VI. Insight #2: The re-formation process requires a malleable life.

a. It is so easy to be set in your ways

b. To be malleable is to be soft and willing to adjust

c. When clay is not malleable it must be broken

d. However, the potter is committed to the clay

God desires to give his people a purposeful and beautiful life. 
Small Group Discussion Questions
1. What thoughts, feelings, or questions do you have after reading the passage or hearing Sunday’s sermon?  

2. “Christianity is primarily about our formation in Christ” (as opposed to receiving thing from God or doing things for God).  Has this been your understanding of Christian spirituality?

3. Being reshaped by the divine potter isn't always a pleasant experience. Describe one or two times when you have been aware of God's shaping hand in your life.
4. In the story, Israel has already been formed by different potters.  As you look at your life, can you begin to name some of the potters that have formed you?  How have these potters impacted your life?
5. Rich quoted Pastor Pete in his book Emotionally Healthy Spirituality where he says: “family patterns from the past are played out in our present relationships without us necessarily being aware of it.”  Can you identify some of your family patterns that God might want to re-form?

6. To be re-formed by God requires one to have a malleable life.  However, we can easily be set in our ways.  Are there any reasons you give to justify being set in your ways (age, place in life, temperament, the past, etc.)?

7. What area(s) of your life is God calling you to be more malleable? (your future, your relationships, your money, etc.)
8.  Take time to share prayer requests, and pray for one another.

