I Love NY
Jeremiah 29:4-14
Jeremiah 29:4-14 

4 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:  5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease.  7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”  

8 Yes, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have.  9 They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,” declares the LORD. 

10 This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place.  11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  14 I will be found by you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.”

Sermon Outline
I. Babylon 
a. Much like NYC 
b. City of many exiles
c. Hostile to Jewish Faith 
d. Judah in exile – displaced, disoriented, in despair
II. Glorious promise of God 
a. 70 years in exile, then you will be brought back
b. God knows the plans he has for her. 
III. What should the people do during this time? 
a. Flee the city?
b. Exploit the city?
IV. Seek the Shalom of the city 
a. Flourishing of the city in every way 
V. Do Good Where You Are 
a. Not…
i. …where you wish you were
ii. …where you will be
iii. …where you were but act as if you are 
VI. The Christian Witness has Always Been About Doing Good 
a. Gal. 6:9 – Let us not grow weary in doing good. 
b. Matthew 5:44 – Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. 
c. The Plague of Cyprian
i. While non-believers fled the city, Christians stayed to nurse the sick. 
VII. Why should we do this? 
a. Overflow of Shalom 
i. John 14:27 - Peace I leave with you. 
ii. Eph 2:14 – For Christ is our peace… 
b. Call to Him for help 

Small Group Questions 

1. What thoughts, feelings, or questions do you have as you read this passage or listen to the sermon?  



2. How do you think the people of Judah felt being in exile and not knowing when/if they would ever return?  Have you ever felt similar to this in your life?  Describe.  



3. In light of the fact that God says that the exile will end in 70 years, what do you think about the encouragement God gives to the people in verses 5-7?  



4. When you hear the words, “seek the shalom of the city” (with shalom meaning wellness and wholeness), what does this look like for you right now?  



5. Do you think it’s true that we often fail to “do good where we are”?  Why or why not?  What are some of the reasons for this? 



6. In your experience, have Christians been examples of “not growing weary in doing good” and “loving your enemies”?  Why do think this has been the case? 



7. Take 5-10 minutes to write down the good you can do in the following places in your life.  Then share this with your small group. 
a. Home 
b. Work/School
c. Neighborhood 
d. Church 


8. How is the Christian motivation (peace that first comes from Christ) different than other motivations for doing good?  How can you regularly experience this peace before you give it away?  



9. What’s one actionable step you will take as a result of this small group?  
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